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THE OLD CHAPEL - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR VEIWS. BUILT IN 
102 2 BY JOSEPH BaILLY, AN EARLY SETTLER AND TRADER. IT WAS 
ORIGINAL LY THE FAMILY HOME, AND REMODELED LATE R INTO A CHAPEL 
FOR RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. FOREGROUND - BELL USED TO CALL PEO- 
PLETO SERVICES. BAILLYTOWN, NEAR FORTER, P. D. CHESTERTDN, I ND. 














THE OLD CHAPEL - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR VEIWS. BUILT IN 
i b 2 2 by Joseph Bailly, an early settler and trader. It was 

ORIGINAL LY THE TAMILY HOME. AND REMODELED LATE P INTO A CHAPEL 
FOR RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. FOREGROUND - BELL USED TO CALL PEO¬ 
PLE TO S E RVI C E S . B A I LLYTO W N r N E A R FO RTE R, P. O. CHESTERTON, INO. 
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A PRIESTLY TISIT AT TBS BA1LLEY8 


Rev. Father Guegen, Chaplain at St. Marys of the goods, came 
first to ChleagOr-whers he was stationed for year*—-in the year 1J539. 
He had been transferred from French to Amerioa. He was an able man 
both with pen and pulpit. He attended to his clerical duties first, 
and then wrote "reports" thereof for his ohurohly records. His visit 
to the Bailly home on September 12, 1839. where he paused on his way 
to Chleago, follows? 


"The Bishop of Detroit bad advised me to go to Chicago by 
land rather than by water, He hired horses, and a guide, and gave me 
a list of places I was to stay overnight. 

"He informed Ah that my final stop would be a days ride be¬ 
fore Chic..go, at a Frenchman’s home, where traveling clergy were al¬ 
ways welcome. He said that the gentleman had been dead for several 
years but that the widow and daughter still kept the place. 


"I had been traveling for several days and was getting very 
tired when as we crossed a small bridge, I saw a house on the hill and 
the guide said "This is the home of that French family'*, so we turned 
off the road and walked our horses slowly up the hill. 


"The house was commodoue, and surrounded with a wooden three- 
board fenor» and a picket gate. The ysjrd was full of flowering shurbs 
and shade trees. Someone had gone into the house to tell them we mere 
arriving, and a pretty little French woman came down the path to 

greet us. 

"I ehowed her my letter of introduction from the Detroit Bis¬ 
hop, which she read quickly, ther. she iurna.d_and opened the gate and 
asked us In. She was very efficient, but very much in command of the 
situation. I felt a trifle queer, for having just come from France 
where women had no part in clerical matters, X was being approved, 
acoepted, and guided by a woman—but I hardly hud time to analyze 
my feelings when a tall gentleman with military bearing came out of 
the house. I knew immediately he ras the master. 


"He ^raoiouely c^ae forward and took my luggage, and spoke 
very fluently~in French, with &n accent I had never heard before, but 
I understood him perfectly, and invited me to sit down in a very 
oomfortable rocker on the poroh. Frr. Whistler had hurried inelde, and 
within a matter of minutes a room r a3 ready for me and I was invited 
to enter. I gazed from the several windows, and found forests every¬ 
where, and felt that I va3 hundreds of miles from any other habitation 

rt .\3 I looked, I sum various servants on horseback appear at 
the front yard, and Hr. "Xhlstler went out and gave them eome instruct¬ 
ions, and they rode away in several directions—the air. Mils ter 
mounted hie own horse, end rode off in atill a different way. 

"After I had bathed and rested I heard the horsemen returning 
and soon I was oalled to supper. The asal was *hat I called elaborate 
as compared to France, but I afterward learned that was the way of 
life in frontier America. 

"After supper Mrs. Whistler asked if I were too tired to 
speak briefly to a number of Catholics from round-about, that had 
been apprised of my visit, and I said certainly not. I was young and 
full of ardor, and anxious to do something in the missionary field to 


which Z bad bean assigned, so we bad a delightful period of getting 
acquainted with both whites and Indians* 

"tfhen I was shown up to my room, hr. Whistler said:"I am sorry none 
of the Bailly family are here."Ursa Rose was in Chicago, Grandma Bail* 
ly was residing at Mackinaw , as was also Theresa, all residing with 
the Biddles up there, and the fthlstlera, with their ohlldren, were 
occupying the old homo place, hr. Shtetler was a county commissioner 
and wae very active In furthering the interests of the new settlers, 

MrG. ^Metier asked if I wanted to use the piano or the dining 
table as an altar and X chose th© table and she put on a white damask 
doth. Before Has.- began she aeked me to hoar some confesiione from 
the Indians, but I said that was impossible, aa 1 understood nothing 
of their language, but she said "They will confess through interpre¬ 
tations' and at my astonished g.ujse ane added:°1 am an official govern¬ 
ment inter/weter" It was a rew~e:xperien.*.e to r?.e, but aha waa certainly 
used to it, and unobtrusively, almost unconsciously, she repeated the4t 
confessions, an! immedi te_y seemed to forget all about it. 

At iiasc the parlor war full, the Indians kneeling in one corner, 
the French in family groups, and hr. v/hiaccr at the doorway, hen I 
began to preach krs. TOiletler etood beside me and in a low monotone 
spoke to the Ir. lacs translating my words almost as fast I uttered 
them. Her voice was no disturbance to me, in fact I hardly knew she qas 
there, but I coll see the the Indians were getting every thought— 
it wae a meet wonderful experience. 

Then we stripped the table, .'re Hhietler and a ; jiri took the cloth 
away, and tvo Indian jlrlr. cane and put the table in the taidale of the 
room, and brought tablecloth and napkins, and silver. ;»nd then scleral 
Indian girls? hr ajht in eteanirg nlnctcra of f od, and I did wonder at-- 
seeing these savage maidens serving ae oorreotly a? any well-trained 
European servantp. / 

It did not eeeta in any way irreverent to be taking a meal where I 
had just said mas a, and brought me very close to The Last Sup er. lifter 
that my her re was ready, and so was -x* Vnistlern, and he rode along 
with ue for s c ver;*l miles to show ua a better way. 




c. 


The Treaty of Utrecht declared the Iroquoip to be 
British subjects, therefore England Insisted that all 


countries said, to have been conquered by the Iroquoip , 
belonged to the. British. 





prarle or forest where the Iroquois had been. 

The question became one of forcd, and the British 
promised to protect their-so-called right^ by the 
power of the-sword.. 

All that part of Virginia, stretching from sea 


to soa. was also claimed as British property. 



authorities; The Iroquois conquering, and the extent 


of the state of Virginia. 



French settlements at Kaaicaatiia, Cuhoxia, Joliet,, and 
St. Joseph, and all the little trading posts_they nad 
established, shrunk to a quarter of,their size, or 
were abandoned, as was Laretito iorte, ipssamont du 
Bonevoley iStang Glair, and ua. Porte, The,latter however 

t < 

was almost Immediately reestablished. 

The British took over xcuuy of the Trench settlements ~ HI** j 

i 

and manned them with troops* In porter County tho ohly 
English garrison was at kittle Calumat on the Lake 
Shore, where a Lieut, buduindre was sent with a few 


•oldlari, probably not, over a hundred, to make a token 
claim to tiid ahold southern end of Lake Michigan, here 
he reublued in comparative Idleness for three or four 
years, ais sv,idlers built a number of log oablna and 
a large log house for uu mlndre's homo and headquarters 
and they built a big stookade all around the camp. 

Like many other white mcu in the wilderness, auduindre 

* 

took unto himseif an Indian wife, as did also Louis and 
fflllou Lumet t, -illan oruunep, Peter Lauglois, oafayett^ 
Allen, frank i»t. Jeans, paul drl'flth, and others. 

i • /7*/ 

Upon their departure In 1*81, these angiishmen all 
left progeny ranging in ago from two to almost five years 
of ago. , 

* rtion buguindre's l'alsifloutlon of bis ekplults was 

, „ i 

discovered, he was withdrawn from that.location, leaving 
the whole settlement of cabins, and the beach house, to 
their deserted iadian wives, and to/ the Immediately 
incoming families of these young squaws. 

This whole site was thus established as an Indian 
encampment, and remained so, axthough much depopulated 
and deterlouted, when Joseph uallly arrived In is22, 

ffbttu it became a certainty that the Pottawatlmie Chief's 
bad cede! tho northern section of Indiana to the govern-, 
moot, in Idli, all the families already residing on the 
land were permitted to sake prior filings, to retain 
their homes, if they did not want to Join the movement 
to the newly opened pottowatlmie Reservation In kanaas. 


1*0 half-breed wan, named Louis and Killian, ournett, 
a woman named id ary Brunner, Pot or Lauglole, Jr, Lay otto 
Allen, and a adu naao Founds aeJeaoa, , Polly urifflth, and 
Ursula .m dulmiro are all listed in the la i2 filing in 

\ l 

tbs La Porter Land (jffic i itecorda* as having made claim 
to lands in Porter County, and Joseph pallly m bohalf. 

i 

of hia <7hole family made seven such filings. 

All of those people, with the exception of the Ball lye, 
nr ere grown uen and women, ranging from forty to fifty 
years old. They had oarried, and had children of thiir 
own, but, although the childreu wore given Indian names 
such chopltuok, loads, i,eu>i*, uesink, gusejoh, ^apoer, 
Itiasrwauboo, Wanes, Llanoguia,ami Cheapo, their parents.. 

kept the Ungliah nuo.ee that the -ritiah 
soldiers had bestead upon them. Ail the children listed 
hero, also filed on dulse in advance of the opening/ 
of the land for aettioiaont. 

There tore also ona or two aged fathers or mothers, 
of the half-Jngliah women, who chose to remain hero, 
and they too filed on land, old .uan Laclto, who know 
no other name, was an example of this latter cla&.i. 

It is noticabie that some of the English soldiers.took 
sotae Interest in their offspring, Laiayotte Alien n«oyod 
hia daughter Layette, Peter Laugloia, gave his sou .’i*s 
name, with u Junior uttochod, 

When the English garrison loft, all the soldiers promised 

they'd be back in Just a little while—but none of thaw 
were ev©r heard of again. 


